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Sonnets J-CLJV(Shakespeare) für Gesang mit und ohne Instrumental­
begleitung (verschiedene Besetzungen) 

(Neufassung für Gesang und Klavier 2005-2009) 

Widmung: This rny last book is dedicated to my wife Mara, to all our anceston and 
theirfamilies, to our daughters Claudia and Annanina and their families, to al! their 
descendants and their families, to all our friends, especially to Urs and Regula Bucher­

Zimrnarnann, and to all the admirers of the reuvre of Shakespeare 

1. From fairest creatures we desire increase (Alt; Fl., Kl., Vl., Klavier) · 2. When forty 
winters shall besiege thy brow (Tenor; Basskl., Fg., 4 Vl., 2 Va., 2 Vc., Kb., Trgl.) · 3. 
Look in thy glass (Bass, 6 Tomtoms, chin. Cymbal) · 4. Unthrifty loz;eliness (Sopran; 
Klavier) . 5. Those hours, that with gentle work dir/ frame (Alt, Tenor; Glockenspiel, 
Marimb.) . 6. Then Iet not winters ragged hand deface (Sopran; Trp., Vl. Va., Vc., 
Kb) · 7. Lo, in the orient (gem. Chor, Knabenstimme; Fl., Woodblock) · 8. Music to 
hear (Tenor; 2 VI., Va., Vc., Kb., kl. Tr.) · 9. Is it for ftar to zued a zuidow's eye (Frau­
en- und Männerstimmen; Ob., Fg., 2 Woodblocks, Gong)· 10. For shame! (Mezzo­
sopran; Marimb., Vibr.) · 11. As fast as thou sha!t wane (Alt; Vl., Kb., Klavier) · 12. 
V?hen I do count the clock (Tenor; Gong, Reco-Reco) · 13. 0 that you were yourself! 
(Sopran; Vl., Va., Vc., Kb.) . 14. Not from the stars do I my judgrnent pluck (Bass; 
Gitarre) . 15. When I consider everything that grows (Alt; VI., Va., Vc., Kb., Vibr.) · 
16. But wherefore do not you a mightier way (Männerstimmen, Knabenstimme; Fl., 
gr. Tr., Gong) . 17. Who will believe my verse in time to come (Bariton; Va., Vc., 

Tambourin) · 18. Shall I compare thee to a summer~· da)'? (Air; Fl., Kl., Vl., Klavier) . 
19. Dez;ouring time (Sopran solo) · 20. A woman's Jace (Tenor; Glocken) · 21. So is it 
not with me as with that muse (Bass; Fg., kl. Tr.) · 22. MJ' glass shall not persuade me 
I am old (Alt; Hrn., Klavier) · 23. As an tmpe~fect actor on the stage (Frauen- und 
Männerstimmen; 2 VI., Va., Vc., Kb.) · 24. Mine eye hath plafd the painter (Bari­
ron; Gitarre) · 25. Let those who are in Javour with their stars (Sopran; Fl., Ob., Fg., 
Trp.) · 26. Lord of my Iove (gem. Chor; gr. Tr.) · 27. Wemy with toil (Bass; Klavier) . 
28. How can I then retttrn in happy plight (Tenor; Pk., Gong) · 29. When in disgrace 
with fortune and men's eyes (Bariton; Kl., Fg.) · 30. When to the sessions ofsweet silent 
thought (Sopran solo) · 31. Th)' bosom is endeared with all hearts (Sopran; 2 Vl., Va., 
Vc., Kb.) · 32. Jf thou survive my well-contended day (Tenor; Xyl.) · 33. Full man)' a 
gloriow morning have I seen (Air; Kb., Klavier) · 34. Why didst thou promisesuch a 
beauteous da)' (Bass; Fl., kl. Tr.) · 35. No more be griev'd (Sopran; Vibr., Pk.) . 36. 
Let me conftss (Tenor; Va.) · 37. As a decrepit fother takes delight (Bass; Klavier) . 38. 
How can my muse want subject to invent (Frauen- und Männerstimmen) · 39. 0 how 
thy worth with manners may I sing (Alr; Kl.) · 40. Takeall my loves (Tenor; Glocken­
spiel) · 41. Those prett)' wrongs (Bariron; Xyl.) · 42. That thou hast her, is not all mJ' 
griif(Sopran; Cembalo) · 43. When most I wink, then do mine eyes best see (Bass; 2 
Vl., Va., Vc.) · 44. Jf the duff substance of my flesh were thought (Alt; Altsaxophon) . 
45. 7he rJther two, slight air and purgingjire (Air; Ob.) · 46. Mine eye and heart are at 
amortalwar (Bariton; Glockenspiel) · 47. Betwixt rnine eye and heart a league is took 
(Sopran; Klavier) · 48. How cariful was I when I took rny wa)' (Mezzosopran; Trp.) . 
49. Against that time, if wer thtlt time come (Bass; Kb.) · 50. How heaVJ' do I journey 
on the wr~y (Frauen- und Männerstimmen) · 5l.Thus can mJ' Iove excuse (Frauen­
und Männerstimmen) · 52. So am I as the rich (Tenor; Fg.) · 53. What is yom sub­
stance (Bass; Gitarre, Tambourin) · 54. 0 how rnuch rnore doth beaut)' beauteous 
seem (Sopran; 2 Vl., Va., Vc., Kb.) · 55. Not marble, nor the gilded monurnent of 
princes (Frauen- und Männerstimmen; Hrn.) · 56. Sweet Iove (Tenor solo) . 57. 
Being your slaue, what should I do (Alt; Fg.) · 58. That Gor/ forbid, that made rne jiw 
_your siaz;e (Alt; Fg.) · 59. {( there be nothing new (Bariton; Klavier) · 60. Like as the 
waves make towards the pebbied shore (Frauen- und Männerstimmen; Pk.) · 61. !J it 
th)' will (Mezzosopran; Klavier) · 62. Sin of selflove possesseth ail mine qe (Tenor; 
Gitarre) · 63. Against rny Love shall be, as I am now (Alt solo) · 64. When I haz;e seen 
kJ' time~ ftl! hand (Bass; Woodblock, gr. Tr.) · 65. Sina brass, nor stone, nor earth 
(Frauen- und Männerstimmen; Pikk., Pos.) · 66. Tir'd with alltime (Alt; Klavier) . 
67. Ah, wherefore with inftction shouid be live (Sopran; Fl., Kl.) · 68. Thus is his cheek 

the map 4 days outworn (Sopran; Fl., Kl.) · 69. 7hose parts of thee that the world's eyes 
doth viezu (Männerstimmen; Trp., chin. Cymbal) · 70. That thou art biame'd shall 
not be th}' rieftet (Frauenstimmen; Hrn., Tempelblocks, Gong)· 71. No longer mourn 
for me when I am dead (Bariton; Gitarre) · 72. 0, lest my zuorld should task you to 
recite (Alt; Kl.) · 73. That time of year thou maJ'St in rne behold (Bass; kl. Tr.) · 



74. But be contended (Bass; kl. Tr.) · 75. So are you to my thoughts (Sopran; VI., Va., 
Vc.) · 76. Why is my verse so barren of new pride? (Tenor; Ob.) · 77. 7hy glass will 
show thee how thy beauties wear (gern. Chor) · 78. So oft have I invok'd thee for my 
muse (Alt; Vc.) · 79. Whilst I alone did call upon thy aid (Sopran; Fl.) · 80. 0, how I 
faint (Bariton; Trp.) · 81. Or shal!Ilive your epitaph to make (Mezzosopran, Bariton, 
gern. Chor; Pos.)· 82. I grant thou wert not married to my muse (Tenor; kl. Tr.) · 83. 
I never saw that you did painting need (Bass; Gitarre) · 84. Who is it that says most? 
(Sopran; Ob., Fg., Va., Kb.) · 85. My tongue-tied musein manners holds her still (Alt; 
Glocken) · 86. Was it the proudfullsail ofhis great verse (gern. Chor; Tomtom, chin. 
Cymbal) · 87. Farewell! thou art too dear Jor my possessing (Bariton; Gitarre) · 88. 
When thou shalt be dispos'd toset me light (Mezzosopran; Klavier) · 89. Say that thou 
didst Jorsake me Jor some Jault (Tenor; Fl.) · 90. 7hen hate me when thou wilt (Tenor; 
Fl., kl. Tr.) · 91. Some glory in their birth (Alt; VI.) · 92. But do thy worst to steal thy­
self away (Bass; Vibr.) · 93. So shallilive, supposing thou art true (Bass; Vibr.) · 94. 
7hey that have power to hurt and will do none (Männerstimmen; Woodblock, Gong) 
· 95. How sweet and lovely dost thou make the shame (Sopran; Klavier) · 96. Some say, 
thy Jault is youth (Bariton solo) · 97. How like a winter hath my absence been (Alt; 
Gitarre) · 98. From you have I been absent in the spring (Tenor; 2 VI., Va., Vc.) · 99. 
7he Jorward violet thus did I chide (Bariton; Ob., Tambourin) · 100. Where art thou, 
muse (Mezzosopran; Marimb.) · 101. 0 truant muse (Sopran; Alt-Saxophon) · 102. 
My Love is strengthen'd (Tenor solo)· 103. A Iack! What poverty mJ' muse bringsforth 
(Bass; Glockenspiel) · 104. To me, fair friend, you never can be old (Alt; Glocken) · 
105. Let not my Iove be called idolatry (Sopran; Klavier) · 106. When in the chronicle 
of wastedtime (Bariton; Gong) · 107. Notmine own Jears (gern. Chor; gr. Tr., chin. 
Cymbal) · 108. What's in the brain that ink may character (Tenor; Marimb.) · 109. 
0, never say that I was Jalse of heart (Bass; Gitarre) · 110. Alas! 'tis true, I haw gone 
here and there (Bass; Gitarre) · 111. 0, Jor my sake do you with Jortune chide (Bariton; 
Handtrommel) · 112. Your Love and pity doth the impression fill (Alt; Hrn.) · 113. 
Since Ileft you, mine eye is in my mind (Mezzosopran; Kb.) · 114. Or whether doth 
my mind, being crown'd with you (Sopran; Vibr.) · 115. 7hose lines that I before have 
writ to lie (Männerchor) · 116. Let me not the marriage of true minds admit impedi­
ments (Tenor; 2 VI., Va., Vc.) · 117. Accuse me thus (Bass solo) · 118. Like as, to make 
our appetites more keen (Bass; Fg.) · 119. What potions have I drunk of Syren tears 
(Tenor; Fl.) · 120. 7hat you were once unkind, befriends me now (Mezzosopran; Ob.) 
· 121. 'Tis better tobe vile (gern. Chor; türk. Cymbal) · 122. 7h)' gift, th)' tables, are 
within my brain (Bariton; Gitarre) · 123. No! Time, thou shalt not boast that I do 
change (Alt; kl. Tr., 2 Tomtoms, Tempelblocks) · 124. If my dear Iove were but the 
child ofstate (Sopran; Vibr.) · 125. Were't ought to me I bore the canopy (Bass; Kla­
vier) · 126. 0 thou, my lovely boy (Tenor; Gitarre) 127. In the old age black was not 
countedfair (Bass, Gitarre) · 128. How oft, when thou, my music, music plaJ''st (So­
pran; Klavier) · 129. 7he expense of a spirit in a waste ofshame is Lust in action (gern. 

Chor; chin. Cymbal, gr. Tr.) · 130. MJ' rnistress' eyes arenothing like the sun (Bass; 
Kb.) · 131. Thou art as tyrarmous, so as thou art (Bariton; Englischhorn) . 132. 7hine 
qes !Love (Tenor; 2 VI., Va., Vc.) · 133. Beshrew that heart that rnakes rny heart to 
groan (Bass solo) · 134. So now 1 have conjl:ss'd that he is thine (Bass; Cabaza) . 135. 
Whoever hath her wish (Bass; Trp.) · 136. Jf thou souLcheck thee that I corne so ner1r 
(Tenor; Vibr.) · 137. 7hou bLindfooL, Love (Bass; Fg.) · 138. When rny Love swer1rs that 
he is mr1de oftruth (Tenor; Marimb.) · 139. 0, call not me to justify the wrong (Bass; 
Ob.) · 140. Be wise äs thou r1rt crue! (Tenor; Pk.) · 141. In jr1ith 1 do not Iove thee with 
mine eyes (Bariton; 5 Tomtoms) · 142. Love is my sirz (Alt; Kl.) · 143. Lo, as a careful 
housew~fe runs to cätch (Bariton; Gitarre) · 144. Two Loves 1 hr1ve of comfort and de­
späir (Bass; Klavier) · 145. Those Lips thät love's own hand did mr1ke (Tenor; Tambou­
rin) · 146. Pour soul, the cerztre of my sirzfuL earth (Bariton; Gitarre) · 147. MJ' Love is 
as r1 jl:ver (Männerstimmen; 2 Tomtoms, Gong, gr. Tr.) · 148. 0 me, whät eyes häth 
Love put in my her~d (Sopran; Kl., 2 Woodblocks) · 149. Carzst thou, 0 cruel.' Sa)' I 
Iove thee not (Tenor; Cembalo) · 150. 0, Jrom what power hast thou this powerful 
might (Bariton; Kb.) · 151. Love is too yourzg to know what conscience is (Bass solo) . 
152. In loving rhee rhou know'st I am forsworn (Tenor; Pos.) · 153. Cupid Laid b)' 
his brärzd (Bass; Gitarre) · 154. 7he Little Love-god ~ying once asfeep (Tenor; Fl., 
Tambourin) 

Dauer: ca. 360' · Musikverlag Boosey & Hawkes · Uraufführungen: 15. 5. 1994 
Diekirch (Vieille Eglise); Mariette Lentz (Sopran) (Nr. 19 Devouring time, Nr. 30 
When to the sessions ofsweet siLent thought); 25. 10. 1994 Luxemburg (Auditorium de 
Ia Banque de Luxembourg); Thais Tordai (Sopran), Beatrice Rauchs (Klavier) (Nr. 
4 Unthr~fty Lovelirzess, Nr. 47 Betwixt rnine eye and heart a league is took); 24. 1. 1998 
Chateau de Wiltz; Mariette Lentz (Sopran), E!zbiera Kalvelage (Klavier) (Nr. 95 
How sweet and lr!1Je~y dost thou rnake the shame, Nr. 148 0 me, what eyes hath Love 
put in 1'fl)' head) 

Literatur: Hans Heinrich Meier, Vorwort zur Partitur (Ms.). - Frirz Hennenberg, 
Sht~kespeare's Sonnets 1-CLIV, vertont von Vlctor Fenigstein, in: Shr~kespeare Jahr­
buch, Bd. 138, Bochum: Kamp 2002, S. 111-125. 


